T h e Abolition Movement was an organized activity in which repre sentatives o f both races participated. Negroes were allied with anti slavery organizations as delegates and members, and by themselves ini tiated independent activities for the freedom o f the slave population. The opinion which has prevailed that Negroes were not aggressive in the strug gle for their own freedom is not corroborated by the facts and their logical interpretation. There were Negroes who organized societies for abolition purposes and joined with the group efforts for freedom in their local com munities. Others manifested active interest in abolition in its national phase and shared in the rise of its epoch of immediatism.
When the first public step in the announcement of a new Abolition
Movement was taken with the publication of The Liberator in Boston on January 1, 1831, William Lloyd Garrison addressed a statement to his " free colored brethren" . He stated that their advancement would be a leading object o f the paper and he expressed the hope that " some patron age" would be given to the paper by them. That this assistance was granted was admitted by Garrison when he later said that he struggled through the first year of the existence of The Liberator with about fifty white subscribers and four hundred colored subscribers.1 O f its first four agents three were Negroes, Messrs. Philip A. Bell of New York City, Jos eph Cassey o f Philadelphia and William Watkins o f Baltimore. The announcement of the publication of this paper in August, 1830, attracted the attention of Negroes and their response showed their inter est. On December 31, 1830, James Forten, wealthy Negro sailmaker of Philadelphia, wrote to Garrison at Boston, stating that he was happy to learn that The Liberator was to be established and that he hoped that it would be " the means of exposing more and more the odious system of slavery and o f raising up friends to the oppressed and degraded people o f colour throughout the Union" .2 Forten sent with this letter fifty-four dollars and the names of twenty-seven subscribers. One month after The Liberator was issued Forten again wrote that the paper was highly valued by all and enclosed twenty dollars fo r additional subscriptions.3 It seemed probable that " a significant part of the indebtedness of The Lib erator9 was carried by Forten.4 From Pittsburgh, John B. Vashon, Negro proprietor of a public bath house and the organizer of an anti-slavery society in this city, sent fifty dollars during the second year of The Lib erator. This sum was acknowledged by Garrison.5 On March 31, 1831, Forten wrote that he was pleased " to see how all the people of color, sub scribers to The Liberator, speak in praise of it" .6 This opinion was expressed by several groups. A meeting, described as an " enthusiastic" one, was held in Philadelphia on March 1, 1831. It was designated as " a convention o f young men of color" . Resolutions were adopted stating that they would give support to The Liberator, and accord was expressed with the views and sentiments of Garrison.7 From Boston another group forwarded a letter pledging their support and send ing with the letter " a very generous and seasonable donation" . A meet ing o f Negroes in New York City resolved that they would use every effort to procure subscribers for The Liberator. Similar action was taken by Negroes in Rochester, New York, New York City and Middletown, Connecticut.8
Free Negroes were also contributors to the columns of The Liberator.
They sent in reports of their meetings, letters and comments upon events affecting their condition. They purchased advertising space in the paper. As agents for its sale and distribution, they were especially active in Philadelphia, New York City and Boston.
The support of the free colored people was acknowledged in an appeal for assistance during the fourth year of the publication o f The Liberator. only one-fourth of the total number o f subscribers were white. They added, " the paper then belongs especially to the people of color-it is their organ-and to them its appeal will come with peculiar force" .9 When a division arose in the ranks o f the abolitionists, and the anti-Garrisonians had organized, Garrison issued an appeal addressed to " My Colored Brethren." He said, " Stand by me now, as you have hitherto done and we will soon scatter to the winds this lof ty but fragile fabric of persecution, pride and cowardice" .10
In response to the appeal for financial assistance, Henry Williams, an untutored Negro of New York, sent a request for aid to prominent Negro citizens of the District of Columbia, " in behalf of the committee to assist us (the coloured citizens of N. Y .), in the great and noble undertaking to save our paper, The Liberator, which is under a great embarrassment at this time" .11 The conclusion is inevitable that without the assistance o f the free Negro population in the eastern urban centers, The Liberator would have been greatly reduced in its income and support.
A second step in the organization of immediate abolition was the fo r mation o f an anti-slavery society. After several unsuccessful meetings, finally on January 1, 1832, at a meeting in the schoolroom of the African Baptist Church in the Negro section of Boston, the New England AntiSlavery Society was organized. An address was later published espous ing the doctrine of immediate abolition, signed by seventy-two persons, about one-fourth of whom were Negroes.12
During the same year the New England Anti-Slavery Society adopted a resolution at its annual meeting inviting the Negroes " to form auxiliaries to this society" .13 This invitation was undoubtedly due to the fact that Negroes had already held three annual conventions, in 1830, 1831 and 1832 in Philadelphia, and these showed that Negroes had considerable power o f organization.14 These conventions were called by Negroes and conducted by them, although they were visited and addressed by Garrison, Walker of Boston, Walker s Appeal, were also indications of Negro mili tant attitudes prior to the rise of Garrisonian Abolition. It is significant that leading participants in these movements among Negroes were also organizers and supporters o f the movement for the immediate abolition of slavery.
The first Negro association to take advantage of the invitation by the New England Anti-Slavery Society was the Massachusetts General Colored Association. A chief objective of this association was the abolition o f slavery. A communication was sent by the association to the New Eng land Anti-Slavery Society, which expressed approval of the objects of this Society and the desire to become an auxiliary to it. This association was accepted as an auxiliary organization.15
The mission of Garrison to England was encouraged and financed partly by donations from the free Negro population. On October 16, 1832, Joseph Cassey of Philadelphia, a Negro manufacturer of wigs and other decorations and also an agent for The Liberator, wrote a letter to Isaac Knapp, Garrison' s associate, in response to a suggestion from Knapp, stating that Garrison was " a suitable person" for the mission of securing aid in England for the manual labor school for Negroes and o f attacking the program of the Colonization Society. He agreed to send the letter without intimating that the suggestion had originated with Knapp.16 Garrison secured the approval of the New England Anti-Slav ery Society but he was without funds for such a journey and an appeal was issued to the " Friends of Emancipation" .17
As a result of Garrison' s appeal, contributions began to be sent in immediately and among them were funds from Negroes. Meetings were held for this purpose in Boston, Philadelphia, New York, Albany, Provi dence, Newark, and Brooklyn.18 It was announced that about one-half Numerous meetings o f free Negroes were held between 1832 and 1834 and anti-slavery organizations were started by them. These meetings adopted resolutions against slavery and African colonization. Resolu tions were reported from meetings in New York City, Rochester, Boston, Nantucket, New Bedford, Salem, Baltimore, Washington, D. C., Brook lyn, Middletown, New Haven, Lynn, Philadelphia, Columbia, Lewistown, Pittsburgh, Harrisburg, Wilmington, Providence, Trenton and other cities.23
While these organizations among Negroes were beginning their work, a New York committee, with Arthur Tappan as the leading spirit, was planning the formation of a national anti-slavery society. They launched a weekly paper, The Emancipator, which began publication in May, 1833.
Negroes were interested in its publication and gave it their support. Negro agents were selected for it. These agents were David Ruggles o f New York City, who was the general agent; John D. Closson, Newark, New Jersey; Thomas Van Rensslear, Princeton, New Jersey; Abraham D. The result of subscriptions to these papers was an increased interest by Negroes in the approaching convention to form a national anti-slavery society. The meeting of the proposed society, the American AnthSlavery Society, was held in Adelphi Hall, Philadelphia, December 4, 5 and 6, 1833. The following Negroes were among the delegates from the anti slavery societies: James G. 35When a colored man was invited to par ticipate in an anti-slavery meeting in Ohio, some of the colored people told Theodore Weld that they thought that it was best for him not to sit in the convention as it might bring re prisals upon them. W eld was of the opinion, nevertheless, that " to make a distinction be tween a white man and a black man on account of their color in organization is the very prin ciple of slavery." An effort was made by anti-abolitionists, in Cincinnati, Ohio, to show that Negroes were not sympathetic with the abolition program. It was reported that the Cincinnati Union Society of colored persons had adopted resolutions disclaiming all connec tion with the abolitionists and calling upon and disturbances in New York, Philadelphia and other places in the East, but the Negroes there seemed undaunted by these and continued their activity in abolition.36
Even some so-called friends o f the cause seemed to oppose the par ticipation by Negroes in abolition organizations in the East. Garrison criticized William Ellery Channing because he expressed the belief that " we ought never to have permitted our colored brethren to unite with us in our associations" .37 In reply to this type of criticism, a resolution was adopted by the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society at its meeting on January 20, 1836, stating that the Anti-Slavery cause was " the cause of Philanthropy, with regard to which all human beings, white men and col ored men, citizens and foreigners, men and women, have the same duties and the same rights" .38
In New England and the eastern middle states the active participation o f Negroes in abolition was a regular part of the convention activities in these sections. The New England Anti-Slavery Society met in Boston, May 27-29, 1834. The committee of arrangements included James G. Barbadoes of Boston. Other colored members of the convention were Joshua Easton and John T. Hilton. Barbadoes seconded the motion that the interests of the anti-slavery cause " demand that special efforts be made to multiply the subscribers to The Liberator \ Barbadoes also made a motion that " Messrs. Garrison and Knapp deserve the gratitude of the colored people and their friends, for their persevering exertions in plead ing the cause of the oppressed" . John T. Hilton moved that " having put our hands to the plow of liberty we give oux sacred pledge never to look back, until every root and branch of the noxious principle o f slavery shall James G. Birney and his associates to cease their efforts in their behalf. It was declared that the publication of abolition papers tended to incite " angry feelings" and " personal viol ence." Thirty-five names were signed to these resolutions. A few days later a disclaimer, signed by twenty-eight of these persons, ap peared in the Cincinnati Gazette. This state ment declared that their names were used with out their knowledge or consent. Advantage had been taken of the Negroes so that it might appear that they were opposed to the purposes of the abolitionists and were contented with their condition. When the Fourth Annual Meeting of the American Anti-Slavery So ciety was held in New York on May 9, 1837, Negro representatives were again present. Cornish and Wright were re-elected to places on the Exec utive Committee. An address was delivered at this meeting by Rev. Charles Gardner of Philadelphia, a Negro Presbyterian pastor. The sen timents o f his speech revealed the attitude of the Negro abolitionist. He presented and supported the motion that " sufficient evidence had been given to the world to convince the enlightened public that the immediate emancipation of colored people is morally right and politically safe" . He defended this statement by references to the achievements of the col ored people. He said that in Philadelphia alone there were at least four teen congregations of colored people owning several churches worth be tween twenty-five and fifty thousand dollars. He cited the fact that these Negroes were educating and elevating themselves morally and mentally and that there were several " pay schools" maintained by the colored peo ple and at least sixty beneficial societies. He praised the activities of the colored people for their demonstrations against slavery and colonization, and declared that when Garrison was " a mere child," Negroes had assem bled in different parts of the United States " to wage a combat against removal to another country" . This address was declared by an observer to be " the most eloquent" o f the convention.56
The state and local anti-slavery conventions in this year had their Negro participants. The sessions o f the Fourth New England Anti-Slav ery Convention in Boston in 1837 were attended and addressed by several Negroes. The same activities by Negroes were manifested at the annual meetings in 1837 of the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society, the New Eng land Anti-Slavery Society, the New York Anti-Slavery Society and the Pennsylvania Anti-Slavery Society. At the second annual meeting of the Ohio Anti-Slavery Society, M. M. Clark, a Negro, presented a report on the condition of the Negro in Ohio. This resulted inj the adoption of resolutions concerning the improvement o f the Negro's status in Ohio.57 
